12                     Law, Its Origin

the Sacred Scriptures rules of conduct which it was
the duty of the State to enforce.

The other tendency in these diverse definitions
is the one represented by that of Austin. Others,
like him, impressed with the uncertainty which
marks what is called the Law of Nature, and dis-
satisfied with the rhetorical language in which the
vague conceptions of it are clothed, go to the oppo-
site extreme and refuse the name of law to every-
thing which is not prescribed in definite language by
the sovereign power of the State. With these
everything which the so-called supreme power of
the State commands, whatever its character in point
of right, is law, and nothing else is entitled to that
designation. And thus while the one tendency
would enthrone Right, the other would erect Force,
as the arbiter of human conduct.

The inquiry naturally arises whence this vague-
ness, confusion, uncertainty, and error concerning
subjects which have engaged the attention of the
most powerful minds from Aristotle to Bacon, pro-
ceeds. Is the law incapable of definition? If so, it
must be for the reason that it can not be known, or
is not known; for whatever is known can be defined
Or do the confusion and contradiction spring from
the fact that truth has not been reached for the
reason that the proper methods of investigation have
not been adopted? In all the physical sciences it
has long been recognised that little can be gained by
indulging in hypotheses and conjectures, and that
the true method of inquiry is to fix the attention
upon the field of actual phenomena to which the